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To  the  Right  Honorable  the 

Lords  <3c  Commons 


Aflembled  in 


PARLIAMENT. 


Right  Honorable, 

Hen  I  was  com - 
manded  by  the 
Council  of  State  to 
Preach  heforeyou 
on  the  day  of  the  j 
'Parliaments  Ajfemhling ,  I  could 
not  but  refeB  on  the  woful  and 
never -enough  to  he  lamented  con- 
fufions)  under  which  thefe  Sfa- 

A  z  tions 
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The  Epiftle  Dedicatory. 


tions  were  ready  to  fink^  and 
pcrijh,  till  the  Lord  was  p  leafed, 
\as  it  were  3»>  to  raije  up 

an  Honorable  Injlrument ,  by  his 
iVifdom  and  V alor  to  put  a  ftop 
to  the  progrefs,  and  to  open  a 
way0  that  you  by  your  Counjeland 
Authority ,  might  put  a  period 
to  the  Being  of  them.  In  order 
whereunto ,  I  thought  it  my  duty , 
as  a  jVLinijler  of  the  (f  of  pel  of 
<rPeace,  and  a  Servant  to  our 
Great  Lord,  whofe  workft  was 
to  heal  and  recover,  Luke  y.  18. 
Humbly  to  fet  beforeyou  the  Au¬ 
thor  and  the  Object  ■  and  on  the 
Monday  following ,  before  the 
Ifght  Honorable  Houfe  of 
Peers,  the  means  and  method 

_ 


The  Epiftle  Dedicatory. 

of  Gods  healing  a  Sic{ffation  * 
And  thereupon  to  befeechyou,fo  to 
imitate  the  example  of  Chrift,who 
is  the  Lord  that  healeth  us ,  fo 
to  promote  the  feai  of  his  ^iame, 
and  the  great  worky  of  Humilia¬ 
tion  ,  Supplication ,  and  Re¬ 
formation  among jl  us,  as  that  you 
might  comfortably  plead  his  pro - 
mife,  to  hear,  forgLve,  and  heal 
the  Land  :  For  the  Lord  will 
be  with  you  while  you  are  with 
him  •  and  if  you  fee  {him,  he 'will 
be  found  of  you. 

-  And  for  this  wor{of  fetting 
up  the  fear  of  God,  and  leal 
converfion  unto  him ,  though  god¬ 


line  fs  have  as  many  enemies,  as 
there  be  Devils  in  Hell, '  or  wk{ - 
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men  in  the  iVorld  •  jet  pro - 
fanenefs  u  hi  it  felf  fo  [harneful , 
and  holme l s  fo  amiable,  that  en' 
dcavors  in  this  mojl  weighty 
worJL  will,  I  am  confident ,  meet 
with  no  prevalent  opposition  orob - 
film  chon  among  you.  All  fiber 
men  of  every  perfwafion,  howfio - 
ever  otberwije  divided,  ackpiow - 
ledging  the  necefsity ,  and  pro- 
fefsing  their  defires,  that  the 
fisfame  of  the  Lord  may  in  pu¬ 
rity  ofDo<5trine,  and  m  hoh- 
nefs  of  life,  be  magnified  amongfil 
us. 

You  have  made  an  happy  en¬ 
trance  unto  this  healing  work, 
fifior  certainly  the  great  fuffer- 
ings  of  our  Princes,  have  had  a 
|  filrong 


frong  caufality  upon  our  dijlrach^ 
ons ,  it  can  never  be  well  with  the 
Body,  while  it  is  ill  With  the 
Head,  and  you  have  hereby 
blajled  the  projects  and  attempts 
of  any,  whoje  ambition  might  ani¬ 
mate  them,  to  .  awaken  old ,  or  to 
kindle  new flames  amongfl  us. 

If  together  with  this  noble  act 
of  Juftice  andJ^oy&ltitjou  pro¬ 
ceed  to  fecure  the  Interef  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  by  efablifhing  the 
True  Reformed  Religion,  an 
Orthodox,  learned  and  painful 
Miniftry,  pure  Worfhip,  and 
the  Power  of  godlinefs ,  fup- 
prefsing  and  putting  to  jhame  all 
profane  praBifes ,  whereby  the 
wrath  of  the  Lord  may  be  again 
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kindled  againf  m,you  fhall  there - 
by  greatly  blaf  the  de fires  of  li¬ 
centious  and  evil  men 
comfort  the  hearts,  and  give  e~ 
vidence  of  the  anfwer  of  God  to 
the  prayers  of  good  men . 
that  you  may  be  enabled  and  af- 
fifed  to  do  by  the  power  of  Divine. 
grace,  is  the  mo f  ear  nett  prayer 
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T  HE 

AUTHOR  and  SUBJECT 

Of  Healing  in  the  Church. 

..  j"  :  ;  *  “V  \  *  •  .  '  i  -  ;  •  ^  i.. 

Set  forth  in  a 

SERMON 

Preached  before  die  Right 

Honorable  the  P  a  r  lament  cf 
England,  at  St.  Margarets  Church  in 
Weftmlnjlcr,  on  Wecntfday  April  a  5 . 
1660.  Being  the  day  of  their  Affembly . 


N  « '  **>■  «■  > 


Mai.  4:  2,  3. 

But  unto  you  that  fear  my  name*  fhaS  the  Sun 
of  Right  eoufnefs  arife  with  healing  in  his 
mngSy  and  ye  (hall  go  forth ,  and  grow  up  as 
salves  of  t  he  (latt, 

3 .  And  ye  jhaU  tread  down  the  Wicked, 

'  ■  *  ;  ......  \  .  ‘  ,  _ . 

Ur  Prophet  was  the  laftof  all 
the  Prophets  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  after  which  they 
were,  not  to  look  for  any  0- 
:ther,  till  Elias  the  forerunner 
of  the  Angel  of  the  Cove¬ 
nant  Xwh©  was  the  great  Prophet  of  all) 

(hould  come  unto  there).  The  Church  ap- 
I  '  >  B  pears 
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The  Author  and  Subjefl  of 


M*th.  j:|*. 
Math.  10: 34. 
Ifai.4.’  4. 


pears  in  bis  time  to  have  been  wofully  cor¬ 
rupted,  by  thofe  (harp  reprehenfions  of 
Priefts  ana  people,  for  corruption  of  wor- 
fhip,  for  violation  of  Covenant,  for  con- 
tadtacy  againft  God,  for  reproaching  his 
ways,  and  palling  an  hard  and  falfe  charge 
againftfiis  fervicesasif  they  were  vain  and 
fruitlefs.-  In  themidft  of  this  Hypocritical 
people,  the  Lord  had  art  Holy  remnant  who 
feared  his  name,  and  fpake  often  to  one  Mother. 
Both  theft  feemed  to  call  for  the  coming  of 
Chrift,andto  delight  in  the  promift  of  the 
Angel  of  the  Covenant,  chap,  a:  17,-  3: 1. 
And  accordingly  here  is  a  promift  of  his 
coming  fpcedilf.  But  though  defired  by  both, 
ht  ftiould  come  with.gteat  difference  to  the 
one  and  the  other  %  to  the  one  after  a  terrible 
manner,  with  reineing  fire  and  fullers  [opet 
wi thfanne,  and  [word,  with  a  fpirit  of  judg¬ 
ment  and  burning  to  confume  the  Hubble,  to 
gather  the  body  of  that  wicked  people  in¬ 
to  jerufalem  as  into  an  Oven  and  furnace, 
and  there  with  a  final  and  abfolnte  mmAc 
Tgj«.  to  dilTolve  the  judaical  politic,  and  leave 
them  neither  root  nor  branch ,  no  viable  hope 
of  reftitution  again,  chap.  4:  1.  which  was 
done  by  the  army  of  the  Romans  under 
Titus.  Tothe  other  with  a  promift  of  Com¬ 
fort  and  Reviving,  chap.  3: 17.  They  (hall 
,  he  mine ,  in  that  day  when  I  make  up  my  jew- 
1  ‘  . 

- - r 


1 


els,  and  I  wlU  ft  are  them  as  a  manfpareth  hi?  ' 
own  (on  that  ferveth  him.  And  that  fo  remark¬ 
able  that  the  reproach  caft  by  the  wicked 
Hypocrites  upon  the  ways  of  .God^er.14,1 5. 
Te  have  [aid it  is  vain  to ferve  God :  What  pro¬ 
fit  is  it  that  me  have  kept  his  Ordinance ,  and  that 
me  have  walked  mourn fnlly  before  the  Lord  of 
ffofis  <  And  new  we  call  the  proud  happy  &c. 
ihould  be  clearly  confuted,  by  the  confpi- 
cuous  difference  which  the  Lord  would  make 
between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  ver. 

1 8.the  on e  jewels  and  font  to  be  preferred  and 
fpa'red, the  other pbble  to  be  burnt  and  dif- 
folved  5  the  one  to  be  healed  and  reftored, 
the  other  to  be  trtden  down  and  defpifed. 
Concluding  all  with  an  awakening  precept, 
that  fince  they  were  not  to  expe&any  other 
Prophet,  till  Eliah  and  Chrift  Ihould  come, 
they  Ihould  therefore  remember  the  Law  of 
Mofes, and  thereby  fit  themfelves  for  the  en¬ 
tertainment  of  their  Mefiiah. 

The  words  contain  a  gracious  and  diferimi- 
nating  mercy  unto  an  holy  remnant  that  fear¬ 
ed  Gods  name,  for  their  fupportance  and 
comfort  againft  the  terror  of  the  foregoing 
threatnlag,  that  unto  them  the  Sun  of  Rlghte- 
oufnefs,  the  promifed  Mefiiah,  ihould  arife 
in  his  Incarnation  with  healing  in  his  wings  y 
and  when  grofe  darknefs  did  cover  the  people, 
and  they  did  fit  even  in  the  Jhadow  of  death , 


Ifai.  60,  2. 
Ifai.  9:  2. 


Each,  i  i:  $ 


Ifa*:  9^  4.  10: 
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not  only  veiled  over  with  the  Shadows  sod 
Ceremonies  of  the  Law,  but  miferably  mif- 
led  by  the  corrupt  gloflfes  of  Scribes  and 
Pharifees,  fold  and  devoured  try  their  own 
(hep herds,  wofully  opprefled  under  Alexan¬ 
der,  fanneus,  Hncatws,  Ariftobutus,  fnbdu- 
ed  by  Pmpeymo  the  form  of  a  Roman  Pro¬ 
vince,  ana  then  forely  afP.idf ed  under  .the 
Tyranny  o {>  Antipater  andMerod  ;  that  after 
fnch  a  night  of  darknefs  and.diftrefs,  the  pro- 
mifed  Mtfiah  fhould  come  to  break  the  yoke 
and  rod  of  their  epprefjtr,  and  aflert  his  peo¬ 
ple  into  Light  and  Liberty  again.  That  he 
fliould  come  as  -the  warm  and  welcom  beams 
of  the  San,  after  a  dead  winter,  or  a  gloomy 
and  tempeftuous  night,  to  heaiand  remove 
all  the  fins  and  forrows  of  his  people,' 

In' the  words  we  have  thefe  particulars 
confiderable.  r.  The  difcriminatinggrace 
of  God  between  a  Remnant  that  feared  his 
name,  and  the  body  of  a  coriupt  and  pro- 
phane  people,  2.  The  fuppofition  of  a  State 
of  fteknefs  and  forenefs,  of  fin  and  forrow, 
under  which  even  this- Holy  Remnant  did 
lie  -  with  a  gracious  promife  of  healing  uato 
them."  3^  The  Author  of  this  healing,:tx- 
preffed  metaphorically  by  the  name  of  the 
Sm  of  Right tottfnefs,  as  before  by  the  . name 
of  tire' Angel  or  Meffenger  if  the  Covenant. 

4v  The  means  of  deriving  this  healing  from 
'  this 
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Healing  in  the  Church. 

this  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs.  i.  His  riftng . 
2.  His  wings  or  beams,  which  ate  the  Vchi- 
cttldol  all  the  light  and  venue  which  flow- 
eth  forth  from  him  5. The  proper  and  peculi¬ 
ar  Subject  of  this  Healing  fuuled  ou'  byway 
of  gracious  compellation,  unto  you  that  fear 
my  name.  6.  The  effects  and  irui'S  of  this 
Healing,  and  they  are  three,  1 .  Going  forth , 
as  recovered  menafe  to  do  out  of  r  heir  bed  ) 
or  chamber  when  the  Sun  fhineth  in  a| 
warm  and  beautiful!  day,  to  take  the  aire  and  j 
refrefh  themfelves..  2.  G renting  up ,  in  fta- 
ture,  in ffrengtb,  [peidily,- as  tactedCT.es, 
luxuriating  in  a  full  and  pleafrnc  pifture. 

1  Treading  down  and  cruihing  the  wicked  as 1 
Grapes  in  the  Prefs,  as  a/his  under  their  j 
Eeery  in  a  fulland  triumphant  vidtory.  I 
1  (hall  handle  the  words  -thus  diftribu-  j 
ted  after  a  double  manner,  1.  Ia  the  [pi-  j  • 
ritual ,  proper,  and  theological  fenfe  of  them.; 
as  they  are  a  promife  of  Chrift,  and  Heal¬ 
ing  by  him  to  an  affli&ed  remnant  of  men 
that  fear  Gods  name.  2.  \ma  Applicator)  and 
particular  fenfe,  as  they  are.  fuitable  to  the , 
prefent  folemnity  and  occafion. 

i.;The  Church  of  God  was  at  this  time  ina 
tooft  defaced  andcorrupted  condition,  Gods  j 
worlhip  prophined ,  his  name  blalpheraed , 
his  treafuries  robbed ,  his  Judgments  que 
ftioned,  his  reproofs  defpifed  .-yet  iathe  midft 


f 


r 


6 


i.  R«g»  19' 
13. 


5- 


<Tke  Author  an  cl  SuhjeB  of 


Sermon  of 
the  unity  of 
the  Church. 


of  all  this  rubbilh  there  is  a  Remnant  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Elc&ion  of  Grace.  Though  the* 
Church  be  not  alwaies  vifioly  Glorious,  yet] 
in  the  moft  collapfed  fhte  thereof,  in  the 
worft  times,  U  is  never  without  vifibic  pro- 
feiTors  who  have  (food  up  to  beare  witnefs 
unto  perfecuted  Truth. The  Lord  had  Seven 
thoufand  in  ifrtel  that  had  not  bowed  the 
knee  to  Baal. When  ouradverfarieschallenge 
us  to  (hew  where  our  Church  was  before  La 
thtr,  we  anfwer.  That  in  the  midft  of  the 
greateft  darknefs  and  fuperftition ,  there 
were  fach  fundament  all  truths  of  faith  and  re¬ 
pentance  ,  and  holy  Life  retained ,  as  the 
Lord  no  doubt  did  fandtifieto  the  Salvation 
of  many,  who  li  ved  in  the  body  of  the  Roman 
Church  ,  and  were  by  their  very  Ignorance 
preferved  from  the  dangerous  fuperjlrtttfiens 
which  the  Dodtorsof  that  Church  built  upon 
that  foundation ,  as  the  Renowned  Bifhop 
Ujher  hath  obferved.  a.  There  were  in  no 
age  wanting  Holy  and  zealous  men  who  did 
boldly  appeare  againft  the  prevailing  Errors 
of  the  times ,  as  our  learned  men  have  large¬ 
ly  proved  in  their  Jiiflorico-foletnical  writings, 
and  large  volumes  nave  been  written  of  the 
Catalogues  of  fach  witneffes  in  every  age  of 
the  Church,  who  have  declared  againft  many 
Corruptions  of  the  times  wherein  they  lived. 
Bat  that  there  hath  alwaies  been  a  viftble 
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Healing  in  the 


confpicuous  Glory  in  the  main*  Body  of  the 
Church,  is  evidently  difprovedby  the  perfe¬ 
ctions  which  prevailed  from  time  to  timea- 
gainft  it.  How  did  the  Arian  Herejie  over- 
Tpread  the  world,  when  fuch  glorious  lights 
isAthanaftut  and  Hilary  were  perfected  for 
profeffing  the  truth  c  jngetmit  totus  orbk  faith 
Hitrom ,  &  Arianum  fe  eft  miratus  eft.  It  is 
not  lefs  eafie  for  us  to  findeout  our  Religion 
and  the  ptofeffors  thereof  in  the  corrupt  ages 
of  the Church,  thea  for  them  to  find  out 
theirs  in  the  pure  and  primitive. 

Sure  we  are  in  the  worft  times  the  Lord 
hath  ever  had  a  peoplithit  feared  his  name ,. 
whofe  hearts  he  hath  by  fele<ft  promifes  and 
Comforts  fupported,.  againft  the  terror  of 
thofccurfes  which  he  hath  denounced  againft 
the  corrupt  body  of  the  people.  Say  lot  he 
Righteous,  it  (hall  he well  with  them;  Ifai.3.10. 
ttnde  the  tefimome,  feale  the  Law  among  my 
Difeiples ,  Ifai.  8.  there  it  a  remnant  ac- 
cordinz  to  the  election  of  grace,  when  the  reft 

are  blinded ,  Apt.  11,5.7.' 

Hence  that  ufuall  intermixture  of  threat* 
and  Promifes  in  the  Prophets ,  as  a  prefident 
unto  Preachers  of  the  truth  in  all  ages,  who 
1  ought  with  fuch  prudence  and  tendernes  to 
manage  this  part  of  their  Miniftry,  as  neither 
to  hardenthe  wicked  in  their  fins  by  undue 
[  application  of  mercy  5  nor  to  make  M  the 
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T he  Author  and  SuhjeU  of 

'  hearts  of-  thofe  whom  the  Lord  hath  not 
mace  fad  ,  by  a  promifcuous  denunciation 
of  wrath,  but  rightly  to  divide  the  word  of  truth, 
and  to  five  to  everyone  their  own  portion. 

\  Normuft  vve  here  pals  by  unobferved! 
that  discriminating  Grace  of  God  ,  whereby  1 
the  kernels  and  th t  Stubble,  the  Godly  for 
healing  and  the  wicked  for  burning  ,  are 
diftinguiflaed  the  one  from  the  other.  The 
Lord  indeed  doth  moft  righteoufly  difpence 
both  healing  to  thofe  that  feare  him,according 
to  the  Grace  of  his  covenant  5  and  burning  to 
thofe  that  hate  him,  according  to  the  fuflice 
of  his  Law.  And  it  is  true ,  the  wicked  make  f 
thernf  lvs  fit  for  the  burning  ,  for  their  de- 
jlrufticn  is  of  themfelves ,  Hof.  13*9.  Their 
way  and  their  doings  have  procured  it,  Jer. 

4.  18.  it  is  a  choice ot  their  owne  making, Ifai. 
66.  3!  But  they  thac  are  healed , are  not  the 
Authi'i  s  or  original!  procurers  either  of  the 
grace  whereby  they  fear  God ,  or  of  the  mercy 
w  erby  God  heales  them  5  God  alone  by  his 
free  Grace  makes  the  difference  between  thofe 
that  serve  him  and  thofe  that  fervehimnot. 

H  revolts  to  babes  ,  what  he  hides  from  the 
wife  and  prudent ,  and  that  beeaufe  it  ferns 
good  to  him.  Math.  1  x  2  5 . 1 6.  To  you  it  is  given , 
to  them  it  is  not  giv  en.  Math,  13.  11.  Lis  net 
of  him  that  willeth ,  nor  of  him  that  runeth, 
but  of  God  that  Iheweth  mercy,  Rom.  9>  1 6. 

1  .  If!. 
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If  I  be  one  of  that  Remnant  that  feareGods 
name ,  I  have  no  mfon  to  glory  in  my  felfe  5 
it  is  God  time  gives  me  an  heart  and  a  rbay  to 
feare  him ,  ler.  32,  39.  It  is  by  his  grace  that 
I  am  what  1  am  ,  1  Cor.  15.10.  It  is  he  that 
works  in  me  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good 
-pie  afar Phil.  2.13.  Ic  is  he  that  makes  me  to 
differ,  I  Cor.  4.7.  ut  T&tum  Deo  detur ,  qui  Aug.EnthiM 
Hominis  volant  at  em  honam  et  pr&parat  adju-\  c.  32. 
vandam ,  et  adjuvat  praparatam  ,  as  the  in- 1 
comparable  Champion  of  the  Grace  of  God! 

St.Aufti#  fpeaketh  5  That  the  whole  work  ! 
may  beaferibed  unto  God ,  who  both  pre- 
pareth  the  good  will  of  man  that  it  may 
be  holpen ,  and  helpeth  it  being  prepared. 

And  again t  Cerium  eBnosvelle  camvola - 
mas  fed  ille  facitnt  velingus .  It  is  certain,  that 
we  will  when  we  do  will ,  but  it  is  he  that  centra  duas 
makethus  to  will.  And  again,  nosvohmus ,  Effi  tela&- 
fed  Deus  in  nobis  operatur  &  velle,nos  operarmr,  de  dm  pert- 
fed  Dcus  in  nobis  operatur  &  operari  ^  we  will,  ver*t.  cap .  1 3. 
but  God  worketh  in  us  to  will$vye  work,  but  f  ^fdefttnan 
Godworketh  inus  to  work  alfo.  And  again, .  an  ,c'lQ 
Illefacit  ut  nos  faciamus  qua  pracepit ,  nos  non 
facimus  ut  ille  facial  qtt£  promifit^  Be  makethus 
to  do  the  things  which  he  commandeth ,  we 
make  not  him  to  do  the  things  which  he 
promifeth.O  that  the  wanton  and  proud  wits 
of  men  would  leave  the  Lord  to  do  with  his 
2  orvnewhatit  pleafeth  him ,  (as  he  will  certainly 
I  C  do 


Aug.  de  Or  at. 
fy  lib.  Arb , 
c  1 6. 


IO 
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l ug.de  p’<£- 
eji  tSartt .  c.  8  ■ 


Ad  Sinrplic. 
lib.  i.  qu.2 . 


do  notwithftanding  all  their  paffionate  alterca¬ 
tions, M4t.20.i5Jand  would  let  the  difference 
\  between  him  that  feareth  the  Lord,  and  him 
chat  feareth  him  not ,  be  afcribed  only  unto 
1  the  gift  of  grace,  without  the  which,  no  man 
would  feare  him*,  which  rich  grace,*  ntillo  dtiro 
Cordcrefpuitur ,  ideo  enmdatur  ut  cordis  duritia 
primitus  aufcratur  ,  as  the  fame  Father 
fpeakes ,  is  not  refufed  by  any  hard  heart , 
for  it  is  therefore  given  that  hardnefs  of  heart 
may  be  taken  away.  Though  man  b e  free  to 
refifl  grace,  yet  he  is  not  free  to  conquer  it-? 
Gods  mercy  is  viftorious  as  well  as  his  J  uftice. 
That  which  cometh  into  jour  mind ,  (hall  not  he  at 
all,  that  ye  fay,  we  will  be  as  the  Heathen,  as  the 
Families  of  the  Countries ,  to  ferve  wood  and 
(lone  ,  as  1  live  faith  the  Lord  God ,  furely 
with  a  mighty  hand,  and  with  a  jlretehed  out 
arm,  and  with  fury  poured  out ,  will  I  rule  oixr 
you  *,  Ezek.  20.  32,  33.  Where  the  Lord 
threatneth  to  conquer  them  with  his  mercy, 
he  will  have  mercy  on  whom  he  wil  have  mer¬ 
cy,  Si  SDeus  miferetur  etiam  volumus,adeandem 
qnippe  mifericordiam  pertinet  ut  velimus.  If 
men  would  be  but  contented  that  God 
fliould  ufe  his  free  will  \ngivingh\s  grace,  as 
well  as  they  contend  for  their  owne  free  will 
to  accept  it*,  if  the  time  which  is  fpent  in  dis¬ 
puting  for  free  will,,  were  Oent  in  begging  it : 
or  if  when  we  beg  tree  \vf  1  of  God  ,  that  we] 

mry! 


* 
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may  accept  grace  and  not  refufe  it,  we  would 
but  allow  it  confonant  to  Gods  power  and 
goodnes  ,  to  grant  us  cur  petition ,  and  to 
caufe  us  not  to  refufe  it,  (and  certainly  lex 
[upplicandi  legem  flat  it  it  Credendi ,  as  Cele (li¬ 
nns  fpeaks,  we  may  beleeve  that  God  will 
gr^nt,  what  we  pray  for  according  to  his  will) 
the  world  would  not  be  fo  continually 
troubled  with  the  hot  andpafllonate  difputes 
in  thefe  arguments  as  we  finde  it  is,  certainly 
every  humble  and  holy  man  will  not  onely 
think  it  his  duty  to  praife  God  for  that  he 
gave  him  a  power  to  convert,  but  that  he 
gave  him  Converfion  it  felfe,  and  the  very  \ 

work  of  willing  and  turning  unto  God . 

3.  We  may  hereobferve  the  double  moll 
different  effedt  of  the  Gofpell  of  Chrid  upon 
proud  md  penitent  finners,  a  favour  of  death  to  1 

one,  of  life  to  the  other,  2  Cor .  2.  ij.iG.  j 

fire  to  the  one  , halfome  to  the  other  5  as  the  I 

(iime  perfume  kjls  the  vulture  5  which  revives 
the  Dove*, the  famei^  Sea  a  pillage  to  lfrae( 
a  grave  to  Egypt  5  the  fame pUlarWghi  to  one, 
and  darknes  to  the  other  *  the  f&fee  fun  ; 

makes  the  Garden  fmell  flveet,  and  the 
Dunghill  ftink.  | 

Great  therefore  muft  our  care  be  what  af¬ 
fections  we  bring  to  hearing  the  word,  /c  is 
!  given  for  life,  but  we  may  find  it  unto  death,  j 

according  to  the  difpofitton  of  heart  we 

C  2  bring 
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bring  with  us  thereunto,  an  htneft  andgeed 
Heart,  a  meek  and  quiet  Spirit,  a  meited 
\oa\  ready  to  be  caft  into  the  mould  of  the 
<?ord,  is  the  belt  preparation  to  meetwitht 


Chrift  in  his  Gofpel. 

II.  We  fee  here  Healing  promifed  to  thole 
that  fear  Gods  name^  and  thencf  we  may  cer¬ 
tainly  conclude,  that  the  fioliejl  men  do  want 
healing .  1.  As  we  are  like  unto  Chrift,  per>prt- 
m  it  ids  Spirit#*)  by  the  firft  fiu>ts  of  the  fpi- 
rit,  fowe  are  unlike  unto  him  per  reliquias 
vetuftatis ,  by  the  remainders  of  corruption  •, 
T  here  is  not  ajufl  man  that  liveth  and  finneth 
not .  Though  the  guilt  of  fin  be  removed  in 
our  j unification*  and  thzpower  fubdued  in  our 
falsification,  yet  the  ficknefs  and  remain¬ 
ders  of  it  are  not  aholifhed  till  our  diffolution. 
ijla  vitia  gratia  dei  medicante  curantur ?  prius 
ut  reatu  non  teneant ,  deinde  ut  conflicts  non 
vincant ,  poflremo  ut  omni  esc  parte  Sanata , 
nubia  ommno  remaneant ,  as  St.  Auflin  (peaks. 
Thefe  Evils  are  cured  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
fiift  t hat  they  may  not  h  Ad  us  by  their 
guile  f  next  that  thev  may  not  conquer  us 
fn  the  confluft,  and  laftly  that  being  through¬ 
ly  healed,  none  of  them  may  remain.  And 
thefe  remainders  of  corruption  the  Lord 
here  leaver h  in  u's  to  be  matter  of  daily  eon-\ 
flicl,  of  deep  humbling,  of  earned  prayer,  ut  \ 

fit  quod  petentibut  Ureter  adjiciat  quod  con  ft -  5 
1  *  >  tent  wu* 
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tentibtts  clementer  ignofcat,  that  he  rrsayj 
bountifully  give  the  things  for  which  we 
pray,  and  gracioufly  pardon  the  fins  which 
we  confefs.  z.  Befides  our  fins,  wg  are  fur- 
rounded  with  Enemies ,  and  befet  on  every  J 
fide  with  lemftations,  and though  we  have  a ; 
promife  ©f  victory  over  them,  and  fufficiencj 
of  grace  agatnft  them,  yet  we  have  no  pro¬ 
mife  of  abfolute  immunity,  that  we  (hall  be 
invulnerable  by  them,  the  experience  of 
our  own  Lapfes,  and  of  the  Kolieft  and 
greattft  Saints  fufficiently  evidence  unto  us 
what  poor  hand  fraile  Creatures  we  are 
when  the  Lord  leaves  us,  to  try  us,  as  he  did 
Hezekiah,  z  Cron.  3  2 . 3 1 .  3  •  Sorrorv  is  the 
naturall  Off-fpring  or  finn  and  temptation,  a 
fick  and  a  wounded  m?n  cannot  but  feel  the 
paine  of  that  which  weakneth  him.  There  ai  e 
7  not  any  men,moremen  of  forrowand  acquain¬ 
ted  with  grief,  then  they  whofe  eyes  are 
mofi;  open  to  fee  ,  whofe  hearts  moft  tendet 
to  feel  the  weight  of  finn,  the  terrors  of  God, 
and  the  AfTaalts  of  temptation.  Being  there¬ 
fore  fubjedi  to  fins ,  to  wounds ,  to  [arrows , 
no  wonder  if  they  ft  an  in  need  of  healing. 

And  indeed  none  call  out  fo  importunately 
i  for  healing ,  either  for  themfelves  or  for  the 
j  Church  of  God,  as  they  that  feare  his  name. 
$er.S.zz.P[«l.5i.  8.  i8.P/i/.  38.  3- -3.  He  that 
fhall  read  the  dolefull  complaints  of  -f  00,  01 

He  man  5 } 


14. 
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Luk.  4. 18. 

j  Aft.4-30- 
Ifai.  30.  26. 


Hcmtin,  of  Hezekiah ,  and  others  mourning 
under  the  weight  of  fin  and  wrath  ;  of  zf  e 
remy  >  Daniel  and  Hehemlah  bewailing  the 
breaches  and  defolations  of  Sion^  will  flnde 
it  one  principall  evidence «ot  a  Godly  man,  to 
poure  out  his  complaint  before  the  Lord 
when  he  is  overwhelmed.  Pfal.  102.  1.  no 
defires  fo  ftrong  in  them  as  to  have  their  eyes 
opened  ,  their  hearts  purged,  their  fin  ie* 
moved  ,  their  peace  enlarged  ,  the  truth  of 
God  vindicated,  his  worftiip  reftored ,  his 
ordinances  preferved,  his  prefence  continued 
in  the  midfl:  of  his  people.  Promifes  of  healing 
in  God ,  do  awaken  prayers  for  healing  in 
them.  Ifai,  19.22.  $cr,3  1.  8,9, I0«  33- 

Hof  6.1.  Ifai.  57.15. 

HI.  The  Au  her  of  this  healing  is  here 

the  Sun  of  Right eou [tie fs ,  who  catne  pur- 
pofely,  to  hwde  up  the  broken  hearted ,  to  ap¬ 
point  to  them  that  mourn,  beauty  for  afhes 
&c.  Ifai.  61:1,2,3.  Concer  ning  him  let  us 
confider  1,  \  he  reafon  of  his  Appellation, 
2.  Theraannerof  his  healing.  For  the  Ap¬ 
pellation,  he  was  cal!ed  by  Balaam,  a  Star^ 
one  that  was  to  hive  dominion,  Hum.  24. 
xy5  A  groat  Light ,  ifai.  9.  2,  AvcctdAii, 
the  day  Spring  or  Sun  riling,  Luke  1.  78.  A 
Bright  Star  of  the  morning,  Rev.  22.16. 
an  ever  la  [ling  light  that  never  goes  down, 
f[ai.  60:  20.  That  takes  away  all  night. 
Rev.  2 2.5.  _ _ _ ylhe 
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The  Apoftle  tells  us,  that  by  Chrifl  the  j 
Worldi  weie  made,  Hub.  x>  2.  1  he  old  vifi - 
ble  world,  wherein  is  the  natural  Sun  5  and  a 
Mew  heaven  and  earth,  wherein  dwellech 
Righteoafnefs ,  2  Pet,  3.  13.  unto  which 

betongeth  this  San  of  Right  eoit{nefs.  And 
therefore  the  time  of  the  Gofoel,  is  called 
a  day  of  Grace  and  Salvation,  2  Cor.C,  2.  Rom, 
13:  12,  13  And  Beleevers  children  of  the 
light  and  of  the  day,  1  Tbef  5:  5..  Wnerein 
darknefs  of  Error  and  Ignorance  is  difpelled, 
and  glorious  things,  which  had  been  hidden 
from  ages  and  generations  manifefted  unto 
the  World. 

Chrift  is  the  Light  of  the  World  to  com 
(as  the  Evangelical  Church  feemeth  to  be 
called,  Heb.  2:  5.)  That  Light,  fohn  1.  8. 
3:  1 9,  An  heavenly  Light,  fo  Evangelical 
Doftrinesare  called  Heavenly 

things,  tfo¥n  3:  12,  31.  Heb.  9:  23. 

A  full  Light,  ffphn  1: 14.  In  him  dil  all 
fulnels  dwell,  Col.  1 :  ip.  An  Indeficient  light 
which  endures  for  ever,  as  a  faithful  Witnefs  m 
Heaven,  Pfal.  89:  $6,  ifai.  6 0: 1 9,  A  primi- 
tive Independent  Light,  which  ceiivetn  not 
his  righteouhiefs  from  any  otr.er  fountain, 
he  fanchfied himfelf  by  his  own  fpirit,  fonn 
[?.  ip,  4 diffufive  light  which  fhaddech  it 
(pit  on  eVerv  o'th :r  Vefftl  of  Light  •,  of  his  \ 
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'Tke  Author  and  SubjeB  of 

— — 

John  i:  1 6.  Eph.  i:  23.  A  movcing  Light, 
which  goes  through  all  the  Earrh,  to  che 
ends  of  the  world, P[al.  19:  3*6.  He  come  and 

, 

peached  pace  to  thofe  afar  off,  and  to  than  that 

- 

were  nigh  Eph. 2:17. An  Operative, influential, 

and  bemgne  Light,  which  cometh  with  Life,- 
as  well  as  with  Luftre,  and  therefore  it  is 

called  the  womb  of  the  morning  Pfal.  1 10:3. 

3,  reviving,  reftoring  ,  ripening  the  fruits 

of  the  Earth.  Pfal.  36: 9. 

s 

The  weans  and  manner  of  his  Healing  is 

: 

by  his  Arifwg  unto  us.  T here  is  a  Sun  extant 
at  midnight  ,  as  well  as  at  noon,  but  he  com- 

forts  not  us  but  by  his  riling.  Now  this 

t 

- 

riling  notetb. 

i#~  His  Incarnation 5  the  word  which  is 

i 

1 

tranflated  A Oriens ,  the  day-fpring 

or  fun-rifing,  Luke  1:  78.  is  in  the  original 

na«  a  Branchy  Zach^.S:  And  as  here  a  Sun 

of  righteoufnefs,  foelfewhere  a  Branch  of 

Righteouinefs,  $cr.  23.  5.33*15.  A  fun  of 

Righteoufnefs,  fo  he  is  the  Lord  from  Hea- 

ven^  the  Lord  of  David :  a  Branch  of  Righte- 

oufnefs,  fo  he  is  the  fon  and  the  Ojf-fpring 
of  David .  This  is  our  comfort,  that  he  is  as 
well  Germen ,  fpringing  out  of  the  Earth, 

as  Oriens  looking  down  from  Heaven,  Pfal, 

/ 

85:  11. 

— 

2.  His  ffl  anife  flat  ion  in  fpirit  and  power. 

by  the  Gofpelto  the  conferences  of  his  peo- 

> 

pie,  1 
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pie,  by  the  beauties  of  his  Grace  and  Holi- 
uefs,  illightning  the  mind,  inclining  the  will, 
heading  the  affedions,  converting  the  con- 
fcience >  difcovering  to  the  Soul  the  deep 
things  of  God5  which  is  called  the  fifing  of 
the  DayUar  in  the  heart .  2  Pet .  1 . 1 9. 

3.  His  rouzing  men  out  of  ignorance 
and  iecurity ,  unto  the  bufineffes  of  an  holy 
life,  for  the  fun  rifeth  that  men  may  go 
forth  to  their  labours,  Pfal.  104. 22, 23,  The 
light  faith,  awake  thou  that  jleepefi ,  Eph,  5.14. 
Rom.  13.  11. 

4.  His  Heavenly  condud  and  diredion, 
(hewing  us  the  way  wherein  we  fhould  walk, 
and  leading  us  therein,  difcovering  Enemies 
and  temptations  behinde  us,  precipices, 
gulfs,  fnares,  and  pits  before  us,  Luk.1.79. 
whereas  he  who  walkethin  darknes,knoweth 
not  whither  he.  goeth, ffoh,  12.35. 

*The  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  thus  rifing 
dothheaie  us  by  his  light ,  and  by  h\s  influ¬ 
ence.  1.  By  the  light  of  his  Heavenly  Do- 
drine whereby  h e  convinceth  of  (in,  and  fo 
difcovereth  our  difeafe  .*  and  then  of  Righ - 
teoufnes  in  him  to  pardon  our  fin  ,  and  of 
judgment  to  refcue  us  out  of  the  dominion 
and  power  of  Satan.  2  P>v  xhtlnflitehce  his 
blefled  spirit  efficacioufly  enforcing  the 
word,  and  educing  that  vertueoucof  it,  by 
which  it  rcftoreth  health  and  beauty  to  he 

D  Soul : 

- — - - - — - - 
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!  Mltth, 8.3,9. 
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Soul,  This  is  called  the  revealing  ofihsmne 

of  the  Lord ,  if  a,  53*  H  and  the  ha”d  °f  ths 
Lord  being  with  the  word.  Aft,  x  1.23. 

4.  But  Chrift  is  in  Heaven, and  we  in  Earth, 
how  (hall  we  bring  thefe  .together ,  that  the! 
Medicine  maybe  applied  to  the  difeafe.  Omne 
afens  agit  per  Contaftum9  and  this  muft  be 
either  Immediatione  fuppofiti  or  Immediatione 
virtutis ,  as  Philo  fop  hers  fpeak.  And  we 
have  both  here  ,  his perfon  being  Divine  is 
Immenfe  &  omniprefent ,  He  filleth  AH  in  Ah l. 
His  vertue  is  further  conveyed  unto  us  by  his  • 
Wings )  the  Begins  of  this  fun  of  Rdghteouf- 
nes",  moft  fwifely  and  fuddenly  flying  with 
his  truth  and  grace  into  the  Souh  And  thbfe 
Wings  are  5 

1 .  His  word  and  ordinances  in  which  Chri/i 
is  prefent  with  his  Church,  Math ,  18.  20, 
and  prefent ed  to  it*  Gal ,  3*  i*  The  holy 
Doftrines  of  the  Gofpell,  and  duties  of  wdr- 
fhip,  (are  if  I  may  fo  fpeak )  the  Drugs  and 
Materials ,  the  Balm  of  Gilead ,  whereby 
fpirituall  difeafes,  firm  and  forrow  are  cured: 
As  we  find  ufually  in  the  Gofpell ,  he  did 
but  fpeak  the  mrd  and  difeafes  weregon.  His 
cures  were  Commands ,  His  ordinances  are 
the  Leavs  of  the  Tree  of  Life,  which  are  for 
healing  of  Nations.  Rev,  22.2.' 

2 ,  Any  Illuftrious  providence  fent  down  as 

it  were  from  Heaven,  when  he  doth  terrible 
r  -  things j 


things  which  toe  looked  not  for.  Thus  he  Lealcd 
the  feats  of  ijrael  by  opening  a  my  in  the  Red 
Sea ,  and  their  murmurings  in  the  wildernes 
by  giving  them  Waters  out  of  the  Rock.  1  fcus 
he  ftrengthned  the  faith  of  Constantine  newly  j  Eufei.  it  vita 
converted  by  the  figne  of  the  name  or  Ch>  i(l  cynfiantiM, 
in  Heaven,  with  this  inscription,  in  hoc 
winces  iVonderfull  providences  which  bring  ference  with 

any  healing  to  difeompofed  and  dilaCeratecL^/l! 

Nations,  are  as  fo  many  beames  of  the  Sun  of  5o3'  r'' 
righteoufnes ,  who  as  Lord  of  all  Creatures 
orders  them  all  for  his  Churches  good.  The 
Wheels  in  Ezekiels  Vifion  of  living  Crea¬ 
tures  whereby  I  underftand  the  various 
and  perplexed  revolutions  of  all  affairs  in  the , 

World,  wer tfullcf  Eyes,  noteing  theguid-  Exck.i.i <J,t c 
ance  of  Divine  wifdome  ordering  them  all  to  i. 

the  welfare  of  his  Church  and  People.  I 

3 .  Any  fpeciall  fervent  s  and  officers  of  his 
whom  he  commiffionateth  and  fendeth forth 
for  the  good  of  his  people,  whether  the; 

Anpels  of  Heaven ,  as  we  read  of  an  healing  j 
Angela  ffoh.  5.  4.  Or  the  Angels  of  the  Church 
to  whom  belongeth  the  difpenlation  of ! 
wholfome.  and  healing  Dodlrines ,  1  rim. 6. 

,  Tit.  2.1.  To  open  the  eyes,  andtoturne 
them  from  darknes  to  light,  Aff.26. 18. 

Or  anv  other  renowned  inftrumentsand  mef- 
fea°ers  of  help  and  comfort  to  an  affl.&ed 
people.  Thefe  are,  if  I  may  purfue  the  Meta- 
I-  -  D  2  fhor , 
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fhfr,  the  Apothecaries ,  to  weigh  out  mix 

!?Peiand  TO6  the  dru§s  according 
to  the  direction  of  Chnftj  which  the  Apo- 

JKexPre([eth  hY the  word  xiAtl 

viotr  £ til m  ' 2  ^  *' 1  *'  And  ou^3- 
VKWrbyJW,*,  amfxireaor.  To  give  the  due 

portion  of  meat.  Lake  12.41.  which  f0me] 

would  hare  to  allude  unto  the  cuftom  ofl 

meafui  ing  out  daily  or  monthly,  unto,  Ser- 

vaats  their  allowances  of  dhtt 

emefSrnW?  ■*/">*> who  in 

of Pthf^„  vtcdrm fhr3  as  the  bcam  is 

tiJ  h  nl  t3k£t[J  from  Cbnft,  and 

us  s  making  report  to  the 
Souls  of  bel  severs  of  the  favor  of  Chrift  un- 

to  them,  fbeadtng  abroad  his  love  into  their 
hearts,  blomng  upon  his  Garden,  that  the 

IE  'h„Tf  T iow  for'h>  »*  wii*}. 

forrowaro  revile  rh™0’  "  ,tal  *»•*> 

»h«e  obfai’e  lhrSTbiea  01  >*-l**V> 
wnere  ooierre.  1,  The  gracious  and  foeci- 

all  cmpeHatton ,  the  Lord  fpeaks  by  name  m 

his  fick  and  forrowfull  fervants,  wkhTo, 

culjar  favour  as  to  his  own  iheep,  Tehn  f0- 

L  keeps  a  matrmla  and  publick  R^l 

pmTS  heiinamf  are  enrokd>  Mai.  lu 

pf<KH  4-C.r  They  are  0nthe 

breft 
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breaft  of  our  High  Prieft,  Exod.  28: 9.  IL4 
takes  exa&  notice  of  their  wants,  their  com 
plaints,  their  tears,  their  defires,  andfhines 
in  with  particular  comfort  and  healing  up’ 
on  them  ^  fo  to  Mary,  fpohn  20:  *6.  So 
to  the  Woman  of  Syrophankia,  0  woman  great 
is  thy  Faith,  be  it  unto  thee  as  thou  wilt i  Mat, 
15/28.  So  to  Peter i  go  tell  his  Difciples 
and  Pet&r, poor  mourning  Peter ,  comfort  hmv 
by  name,  Marki  6: 7. 

2.  The  immediate  preparation  and  pro¬ 
per  difpofition  unto  healing,  to  fear  Gods 
name.  There  is  a  double  ver cue  of  Ghrift 
towards  men. 


t .  A  Qulckning  vertue,  and  theSubjedb 
of  this  vertue  are  thofe  who  are  dead  in 
Trefpaffes  and  Sins,  Eph.  2. 1,5, 

2.  An  healing  vertue  towards  thole  who 
though  they  be  alive ,  are  yet  in  a  weak, 
wounded,  languifhing  condicionjooking  out 
after  help  and  recovery.  No  fuch  way  for 
a  fick  and  wounded  nation  to  be  healed  as  tk 
fear  Gods  name fee  Solomons  Prayer  to  this 
purpofe,  1  Reg.  8.  3 3-3P.and  the  Lords  gra 
cious  anfwer  unto  that  payer,  2  Chron  7.1 3, 
14.  if  fny  people  that  are  called  by  my  name 
jha&humblethemfelves,  and  pray,  and  feck  w) 
face ,  and  turn  from  their  wicked  ways  *,  then  will 
I  hear  from  Heaven ,  and  will  forgive  their 
ftn>  and  will  heale  their  Land.  They  are  his 

_____ — _ _ _ p"pk 


22 


Rom.  7. 25. 

2  Gor.12. 7,8. 

2  Chro.20.12 


v 

Lex  it,  26,4 1, 
LMicah  7.  p. 


i.'' 


people,  his  to,  his  jewels,  they  call  upon 
him,  mom n toward s  him,  turn  tohim,feek 
his  face,  they  fink  under  the  burden  of  cor¬ 
ruptions,  they  cry  out  under  the  buffets  of 
Satan,  under  the  ravifhments  of  temptation, 
they  pine  away  under  the  Judgments  of 
God,  they  know  not  what  to  do  but  to  look 
up  unto  him  :  How  can  the  bowels  of  an 
heavenly  Father  but  yearne  over  a  fick,  a 
mournings  weeping,  spraying,  a  returning 
child.  See  Ephraim  bemoaning  himfelf,  turn¬ 
ing,  repenting,  fmneing  upon  his  Thigh, 
and  the  Lord  prefently  relenting  over  him, 
andrefolving  to  have  mercy  upon  him,  Ier. 
$  1. 1 8,  if ,  20.  Is  Ephraim  my  dear  Son  ?  is 
heapleafant  child?  for  fince  I  fpake  again  fl  him , 
1  do  earneflly  remember  him  (till  •  My  bowels  are 
troubled  for  him,  I  will  Jurely  have  mercy  upon 
him  faith  the  Lord.  It  is  not  murmuring  and 
repineing  in  our  affii&ions,  bitting  the  ftone 
which  hath  hurt  us,  breaking  out  into  com¬ 
plaints  and  revengeful  animofities  againft  one 
another,  fretting  our  felves,  curfwg  our  King 
and  our  God,  as  the  Prophet  fpeaks,  Ifai.  8. 
21.  Gnawing  our  Longues,  and  refufeing  to 
repent.  Rev.  16:  9-11.  that  is  the  way  to 
healing.  To  be  humbled,  to  accept  of  the 
punifhment  of  our  fins ,  to  bear  the  indignation 
of  the  Lord ,  to  leek  his  face,  to  fear  his  name, 
to  convert  unto  him,  this  only  is  the  way  to  . 
healing, ifai.  6:  ro.  6,  We 
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6.  We  fliould  here  proceed  to  confider  the 
(feds  and  confequences  of  this  healing, 
which  I  muft  only  name,  and  no  more. 

1.  Going  forth.  Leaping,  Exulting,  pre¬ 
pared  with  joy  and  vigour,  with  courage  and 

I  enlargement  of  Heart,  unto  duty  and  fer- 
l  vice,  as  John,  Chrifts  forerunner  isfaidto1 
make  ready  apeople  prepared  for  the  Lord,  Luk, 
x:  17.  It  noteth  that  Spiritual  ffoy  and  Peace , 
which  is  the  ftrength  of  Gods  Servants  in 
duty,  when  hefhines  with  Light  and  Healing 
uponthem,  Healing  and  tiolinefs  is  a  foun~ 
dationof  foy,  Pfal.  3 3 •'  a.  2  Cor.  i:  12.  and 
Joy  back  again  a  principle  and  preparation 
mto  Holm[s,Theioyofthe  Lord  is  our  ftrength, 
Nehem.  8:13.  The  Servants  of  the  Lord, 
the  trees  of  righteoufnefs ,  are  ever  fo  much 
the  fuller  of  fruit,  as  they  are  of  comfort,  the 
more  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  with  his 
Li°ht  and  influence  doth  jhine  upon  them, 
the  more  they  abound  in  duty  and  fervice. 

2.  Growing  up  ,  in  light,  in  ftituie,  in 
ftrength,  in  knowledge,  in  grace,  to  more 

1  and  more  perfe&ion,  the  moft  healthy  are  the 
I  I  mo(l  thriving  chriftians.  As  many  times  when 
petfons  ate  recovered  out  of  a  fit  of  ficknes 
they  vifibly  (hoot  up ,  and  grow  more  in  a 
;  few  months  then  in  fome  years  before.  So  is 
it  with  Gods  feivants,  when  they  have  been 
delivered  from  any  fore  Temptation,  like 


Antaeus 


Antms  they  gain  by  their  falls ,  when  they 
are  no  more.Children,  when  they  ceafe  to 
be  weake ,  then  they  grow.  Eph,  4.  14. 
ij. 

%,ViffQry  and  fecurity  againft  their  proudeft 
Bnemus,  whom  the  God  of  peace  will  tread 
1  down  under  the  feet  of  his  fervanrs.  as  ffifhna 
;  made  his  Captains  to  tread  on  the  necks  of  the 
Kings  of  Canaan,  Luk.  10.  19.  Rom.i6,  2®. 
fof  10.  24.  Even  for  the  bruized  Reed  ,  and 
for  the  fmoaking  Flax  will  the  Lord  bring 
fort h  judgment  unto  vittory,  Matth.  12.  20. 
j  Now  from  thefe  many  Metaphors  feting 
forth  Chrift  unto  us  ,  by  whole  light  our 
blindnes  is  cured  ,  by  whofe  righteeufnes  our 
guilt  is  covered  ,  by  whofe  wings  our  cor¬ 
ruptions  are  healed ,  and  we  enabled  to  go 
forth  with  Joy  ,  to  grow  up  in  duty,  to  tread 
dome  our  Enemies,  we  learn, 

1.  The  fteemfs  of  his  grace,  nothing  on 
Earth  can  deferve  the  fhining  of  the  Sun , 
nothing  in  us  can'deferve  the  grace  ofChrift, 
it  fhines  moft  freely ,  without  preceding 
merit,  without  confequent  retribution,  who 
hath  fir [l  given  to  himy  and  it  j hall  he  recom - 
pencedto  him  again ,  Rom ,  11,3  5  . 

2.  Thefulmfs  of  his  Grace,  heisaSun. 

1  Ifwe  want  j vifedome  there  are  Treafures  in 

him,  Col,  2.3.  If  Spirit ,  it  is  without 
meafureinhim,  $fh,  $.  34,  If  any  fp/rituafl 
. w  Grace 
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Grace  or  Gift,  there  is  unfearchable  riches,, 
an  inexhaufted  Fountain  in  him,  Bpbef  3.8. 
Col.1.19.  Zaih.  13.1.  And  he  hathit  alias 
a  Magd^in  and  Officer  for  the  jupply  of  his 
fe wants. 

3,  The  communion  and  dependance  of 
the  Church  upon  this  his  fulneft :  our  light , 
our  right  coHfnef,  our  grace,  our  comfort,  come 
from  the  influence ,  and  depend  upon  the 
prefence  of  Chrift  with  us.  The  Houfe 
doth  not  receive  a  flock  of  light  to  flay  in  it, 
though  the  Sun  were  gone,  but  hath  it  by 
immediate  dependance  on  the  light  of  the 
Sun;  So  every  meafure  of  Grace  in  us  de* 
pendeth  in  effe  (jr  operari  upon  the  influence, 
concurfe,  and  prefence  of  Chrift  by  his 
Spirit  with  us.  Every  good  work  of  ours 
hath  its  beginning,  continuance,  and  confum -  j 
7 nation  in  him.  Non  mihifufficit  quod  femel , 
donavit,  nifi  femfer  donaverit ,  faith  Jerome,  1 
He  that  begins,  perfeHs,  Phil.  1 .  6.  gives  will\ 
and  work,  Phil.  2. 13.  Heart  and  way,  fere. 
32.39*  isth e  Author  andth tlinijher,  Heb. 
12,2.  Without  him  we  can  do  nothing,  in 
all  things  we  muft^rw  »p  in  him,  foh.  15.5. 
Bphef  4,15,  From  him  is  all  our  fruit  found, 
Hof  14.8.  Werrmft  pray  with  David,  Take 
not  away  thine  holy  Spirit  from  me,  Pfal.%  1 .1 1 . 
We  mult  take  heed  lead  by  our  quenching 
or  grieving  of  him,  we  provoke  him  to  with¬ 
draw  himfelf.  E  4.The 
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4.  Thecoajqn&iOn  between  the  Right- 
oufnefof  Chrifi  and  his  healing ;  where  he  re¬ 
ceives  into  grace,  he  takes  away  iniquity,  and 
healeth  backfliding,  Hof.  14.2,4.  He  came 
not  onely  to  p ardors  fin ,  but  to  deftroy  it, 

1  fohn^.S.  His  Mercy  is  never  without  his 
Grace,  his  offices  go  together,  his  Sacrifice 
and  his  Scepter  cannot  be  divided.  This  is 
one  of  thegreateft  comforts  that  a  believer 
hath,  that  at  length  his  luiis (bad be  confumed. 
Even  Heaven  it  lelf  would  not  be  a  place  of 
glory,  if  a  man  were  to  carry  his  fin  along 
1  with  him  thither. 

I  have  thus  done  with  the  General  and 
Theological  Tiaitation  of  the  words :  I  now 
i  proceed  very  briefly  unto  fuch  an  Applica¬ 

tion  of  them,  as  may  come  dofer,  and  be 
,  more  feafonable  and  futeable  to  this  Honor¬ 
able  Solemnitie., 


fcuke  iq  30, 


That  this  great  Council  and  CoUedge  of 
Phyfitians  hath  a  dangeroufly  fick  Patient  to 
look  after  ,  Three  Nations,  and  the  Church  of 
God  in  them,  like  the  man  between  ferufa- 
lem  and  f  ericho,  wounded  and  half  dead  , 
we  have  had  thefe  many  years  the  beft,  or 
rather  worft  afl'urance  that  may  be,  by  feel¬ 
ing  the  ficknefs ;  fo  that  there  need  be  no 
further  proof  of  it.  We  have  feefl  and  felt 
with  forrow  and  amazemenr,  the  honor  of 
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the  Parliaments  of  England  fhamefully  af- 
faulced ,  Princes  bleeding  ouc  their  $ou!s, 
[ojottrning  in  Mefecb ,  and  in  the  Tents  of 
Kedar  5  Peers  and  Patriots  fecluded  from 
their  Honorable  and  Rightful  Truft  ;  the 
great  Council  of  the  Nation  fefquidimisted; 
a  learned  and  faithful  Minijlry  reproached, 
ready  to  be  facrificed,  brought  to  the  brow 
of  the  precipice  5  Ordinances  decried.  Er¬ 
rors,  and  Herefies  cumulated ,  the  Publicl : 
wcrfhip  of  God  interrupted,  the  J([emhlies 
of  his  people  on  his  own  day ,  profanely  af¬ 
fronted  by  Meckanicks ,  working  their  ordi¬ 
nary  works  in  our  Churches  and  Pulpits :  We 
have  feen  and  felt  our  Lams  and  our  Founda¬ 
tions  threatned,  our  Ships  broken,  out  Trade 
obftru&ed ,  our  T reafures  exhaufted ,  our 
Merchants  difcomraged ,  our  Religion  crum¬ 
bled,  our  Church- Congregations  I  named  and 
defiled  with  the  impure  and  obfeeae  intrufior, 
of  naked  perfons,  cloarhed  with  nothing 
but  dung  and  impudence.  W e  have  heard 
of  families  railed  upon  the  ruines  of  others, 
and  of  families  ruine  i  by  perjurious  crimina¬ 
tions.  Indeed,  we  have  feen  and  heard  of 
more  evils  an c  c on fttfioss,  then  the  Hour  of 
a  Sermon,  or  the  length  of  an  History  can 
well  enumerate.  If.  fins,  if  furrow*,  if  ihame, 
if  fear,  if  dangers,  if  frenzies,  if  qui kings, 
if  convulfions ,  if  breach  upon  breach ,  if 
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change  upon  change ,  if  divided  mindes ,  if 
dil-joynted  hearts,  if  inconfiftenc  interefts 
if  incoherent  defigns,  if  vicilfitudes  of  Go¬ 
vernment  as  mutable  as  the  courfes  of  the 
Moon,  if  Altar  againft  Altar,  Do&rine  a- 
gainft  D0&1  ine,  Woifhip  againft  Worlhio 
Psfi  Hph  threshold h  thejhold,  be  fymptoms 
of  *  fick  boJv ,  cemioi; .h^,Jc5S 
of  Phjfittans  hath  a  very  fick  patient  to  look 

after. 
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Nay,  which  is  much  to  be  bewailed,  even 
( they  who  fear  the  name  of  the  Lord  on  e- 
j  very  hand,  of  every  perfwafion,  if  they  will 
impartially  review  their  Own  ways,  will  finde 
that  by  their  mutual  jealoufies,  breaches, 
di  faffed  10  ns,  diftances,  animofities,  affeffa 
tms  of  preheminence  and  domination  p»rfk- 
ame  of  interefts,  preferring  of  ftations  and 
new  railed  eftates  ^  and  many  other  the  like 
■  tmfcarriages  have  contributed  a  great  fhare 
to  the  uckneftes  and  forrowsof  the  common 
bodj,  and  carted  the  name  of  God,  and  the 
honor  of  Religion  to  be  evil  fpoken  of 
Your  proper  work,  Right  Honorable  Pa¬ 
triots,  is  to  be  Healers  (fo  Rulers  are  called 
IJ4I’  3.7‘J  Healers  to  thefe  three  Nations’ 
We  have  looked  long  for  peace,  and  there  came 

Iff,00/’  [he  lime  ef  baling,  andhe- 

ho  a  trouble.  If  the  Lord  have  reserved  vou 

for  fuch  a  time,  for  fuch  a  work  as  this 7  to 
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be  eyes  to  thehlinde,  feet  to  the  lame ,  Fathers 
to  the  poor  **  one  that  comforteth  the  Mourners, 
as  fob  fpeahs,  the  ear  that  heats  you  (hall 
blefs  you,  the  eye  that  fees  you,  (hall  bear 
witnefs  to  you.  It  [halt  be  mitten  for  the  gene¬ 
ration  to  come,  and  the  people  which  [hall  he  cre¬ 
ated,  Jhall praife  the  Lord  for  you.  The  Lord 
(hall  make  you  the  head,  and  not  the  tail , 
you  (hall  be  above  onely,  and  not  beneath, 
Dent. 29.13.  It  is  a  weightieenterprife the 
cure  difficult,  the  difeafe  complicate,  great 
skill  and  wifdom,  great  Love  and  Caution, 
great  Patience  and  tendernefs  is  required, 
unto  it.  There  may  be  danger  of  mifcarri- 
age  by  daffiiag  of  Councils,  by  partialitie 
of  Interefts,  by  mif- judging  of  Cafes,  by! 
the  acrimbnie  of  Purgatives,  by  the  heighth 
of  Cordials ,  by  inequalitie  and  difpropor- 
tioaate  Applications,  by  minding  the  parts 
afunder,  as  divided  from  the  whole. 

O  come  with  none  but  healing  Refolutiont, 
with  none  but  eloftng  and  uniting  affections  •, 
Jet  one  Heart,  one  Soul’,  one  End,  one  Spirit, 
animate  your  whole  Body.  If  this  precious 
ointment  of  unity  and  peace  be  firft  upon  you 
it  will  fall  down  to  the  skirts  of  the  Nation. 
The  Patients  will  not  fall  out,  if  the  Phy  fichus 
be  agreed. 

Think  with  your  felves,  that  you  hear  the 
life  and  being,  the  ancient  honor  and  renown 
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of  the Nations,  call  aloud  unto  you  for 
Healing.  England  fomaimes  a  terror  to  her 
proudeft  enemies,  a  balance  to  all  the  later- 
efts  of  Chriftendom,  now  a  Applicant  to  her 
own  Children  to  keep  her  alive. 

Think  that  y*u  hear  the  concurrent  cry 
of  the  Protefant  churches,  which  are  greatly 
concerned  in  our  Weal,  or  wo,  (the  Preteflant 
Religion ,  being  the  Interejl  of  England,  as 
the  Duke  of  Rhoan  hath  gravely  obferved) 
calling  upon  you  to  heal  us,  that  they  Eiay 
be  whole. 

Think  that  you  hear  the  importunities  of 
all  the  people  of  the  Land  ,  ,  and  all  orders 
therein  call  unto  you  for  Healing.  Princes  and 
Peers  long  dethroned  and  eclipfed  in  their  ho¬ 
nor  and  (plendor,  Citizens  long  decayed  in 
their  trade  and  commerce.  Countrey-  men  long, 
exhaufted  with  heavy  expenses  upon  narrow 
ejfates.  Mintfters  long  difcouraged  by  [warms 
of  dangerous  and  corrupt  opinions,  by  that 
abundance  of  Atheifm,  Scepticilm ,  Neu- 
trali  tie,  Indifferencie,Profanenefs,  Contempt 
of  ordinances ,  which  the  loofenefs  of  thefe 
times,  like  an  opened  [luce,  or  a  breach  in  a 
bank,  hath  let  in  as  a  deluge  upon  the  Church 
of  Gtfdamongftus. 

T  hink  that  you  hear  your  own  families, vour 
wives, your  children,  Et  natos  natorum,  & qui 
nalcuntur  ab  illis,  the  generations  yet  unborn, 
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calling  onto  you  to  lay  up  Healing  for  them, 
and  like  the  man  of  Macedonia  to  the  Apoftle, 

faying,  Come  and  help  us. 

And  if  you  will  give  me  leave  to  tell  you 

where  you  muft  begin ;  you  muft  begin  at 
this  San  of  Right eou  fnef  s  you  muft  be  wings, 
beams,  Angels ,  Emanations  from  him,  if  you 
will  bring  help  and  healing  to  his  people. 
From  him  all  your  Wifdom  and  Counftl,  all 
your  Love  and  Zeal ,  all  your  Fidelity  a?.d 
Sufficiency  is  derived .  We  are  not  fufficient  of 
our  (elves  to  think  any  thing  as  of  eurf elves  s 
but  our  (uffciency  is  of  God,  who  alone  makes 
able  Counsellors  in  the  State,  as  well  as  Mini- 

fters  in  the  Church.  ,  •  ’| 

And  as  he  is  the  Father  of  all  your  Light 
and  Counfel  •,  fo  by  his  blefing  alone,  they  j 
operate.  Without  him  you  can  do  nothing  •• ' 
As  man  livech  not  by  Bread  alone ,  fohe  re¬ 
covered  not  by  Phyftck  alone ,  but  by  every 
word  tvhicb  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God. 
He  is -the  Lord  that  healeth  us,  Exod.  15.26. 
He  that  gave  his  Difciples  power  to  cure  dif- 
?afes,  muft  do  the  fame  for  you, 

if  you  be  our  healers  .*  And  therefore  you 
muft  begin  at  him ,  and  fay  as  the  Prophet 
1  did.  Heal  me,  0  Lord,  and  1  jhall  he  healed 
I  fave  me,  and  I  (hall  be  (aved,  for  this  art  my 

1  praife,W.i'j.it\.  ,, 

And  as  you  have  Jus  fafficsency  to  enable 


The  Author  and  Subject  of 

1 

v  % 

S  '  .  i 

you,  and  his  blefing  to  give  fuccefs  unto  you, 
fo  you  have  him  as  a  great  Exemplar  to  lead 
and  teach  you,  whom  you  may  imitate  in 
this  great  work  *  for  he  went  about  teaching 
and  healinp,  Matth.  4.  23.  And  he  healed, 

t.  Freely,  and  fo  he  commanded  hi-sDif- 
ciples  to  heal,  Mattb.  10. 8.  He  did  not  in¬ 
rich  himfelf  by  any  of  his  cures  and  miracles  * 
by  how  much  the  lefs  of  reward,  by  fo  much 
the  more  of  honor,  for  a  free  cure  :  Not  but 
that  it  isworthie  the  bounticof  a  Parliament 
to  acknowledge  great  and  noble  fervices , 
with  proportionable  returns  of  favor  *  but 
the  lefs  internal  and  domeflical  thoie  returns 
are,  they  will  appear  the  more  noble ;  T u  ci~ 
vem  patremque  gtras  tu  confule  cunBis :  Non 
tibi ,  nec  tua  te  move  ant ,  fed  publica  damna. 
Claudian. 

2.  Bountifully,  he  was  at  coft  and  charges 
to  heal  others,  bis  blood  was  our  balfome  $  he 
was  content  to  be  fmitten,  that  m  might  be 
healed,  ./ [at.  j  3 . 5 *  He  looked  not  on  his  own 
things*  but  on  the  things  of  others,  Phil .  2 . 4, 
5,  He  gave  his  life  for  his  (beep,  ffobn  10. 11, 
A  good  man  is  willing  to  fpend  and  to  be  fpent , 
for  the  good  of  thofeunto  whofe  fervice  he 
is  devoted,  2  Cor .  12. 15.  Nec  fibi ,  fed  tots 
genitum ,  fe  credere  mundo .  Ic  is  recorded  for 
the  honor  of  Nehemiah ,  that  though  former 
Governors  had  been  chargable  to  the  people, 

yet 

- - - -  ,  — 
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Vet  he  and  his  bnthrei ididnoTtate  the  bread 

of  the  Governor ,  Ntbem.  5 .  *4'»  *S*  .  f° 

Htfrcr  that  fee  would  venture  pert/king  tor 
the  fer  vice  of  her  people.  E(tber  4:  16. 

2.  UmverfaSj,  without  expedition,-  he 
healed  aH  that  came  to  him  for  hea  ing  ,| 

Matth.  ia.25.  buke 4.40.  &6.  19.  He  >s 
an  ill  Phifician  that  will  cure  his  pitieflt  of  a  ( 
l fore  Finger,  and  ufe  no  means  agam.ft  hisj 
1  Ft  Aver  or  Consumption  ,  fer  an  akang  heart, 
or  zbrui fed  head.  We  may  %  of  England, 
as  the  'Prophet  of  his  people,  J\at.  1.  S>  . 

That  our  jWne/  it  from  head  to  foot ;  feme 
parts  fick  with  (mow  and  f offerings ,  others 
fick  with  tin  and  wichcdnef :  Let  jour  endea¬ 
vors  of  pare  he  impartial.  Any  one  part  un¬ 
healed  will  create  pain  and  danger  to  the 
whole  :  And  as  you  .may  nor  ncgledi  any 
interred;  fo  let  lour  principal  care  be  tor  the 
Vit%  and  Arcbtuttonicd  farts ,  to  reduce 
them  unto  health  and  fafetj.  But  let  yourfro^ 
vidence  extend  to  all ,  the  lead  and  lo  veft 
Member  hath  a  right  in  the  common  Sod  in 
the  rood  of  the  whole.  Render  to  all  their 
dues ,  tribute,  cu^orn,  fear,  i^^  are  due  to  Rom.  1*7 
Come  t  love ,  libertie,  -propertte,  (sfette,  pro¬ 
tection,  peace,  are  due  toothers.  Balknce 
all  intereffs  With  fo  equal  and  righteous  a 
poize,  that  Rulers  may  govern 
Ld  the  people  obey  IlluBrntts  and  Noble  \ 
i  -  ^  Y  *  p  Governors 
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Governors  $  that  the  people  may  be  comforted 
by  the  $»{Het  and  Clemency  of  their  Princes , 
and  Princes  honored  by  the  loyalist  and  obedi¬ 
ence  of  their  people !  That  Love  may  be  the 
Sod  of  the  Body  Politick,  the  Bond,  the  -poynt, 
the  Sinew  that  holds  together  all  the  Member} 
in  t  he  Unitie ,  and  for  the  good  of  the 
whole. 

4.  Meekly ,  humbly ,  compaffionately, 
there  is  3.  fained  meeknefs  as  that  of  Abfolom 
and  otho,  omnia  ferviliter  pro  Imperio ,  but 
Child  was  meek  and  lowly  in  heart.  Math.  11: 
29.  We  read  of  the  gentleness  of  Chrift , 
2  Cor.  10: 1.  So  Chrift  taught  men,  as  they 
were  able  to  hear,  Mark  4.33.  So  he  healed 
them ,  took  the  Lambs  into  his  bofome,  and 
gently  lead  the  reft,  I  (at.  40. 1 1.  Confiders 
our  mould,  pfal.  103.  14.  Will  not  break  a 
bruifed reed,  Math.it.  20.  Stays  with  a  poor 
blinde  begger  in  the  way,  Mark  10.  49.  51. 
And  thus  he  requireth  us  to  heale  and  reftore 
disjointed  Members  with  a  fpirit  of  meek¬ 
nefs,  Gal.  6. 1.  Phil.  4.  5.  Shew  all  pofftble 
tendernefs  and  indulgence  towards  the  infir¬ 
mities,  efpecially  the  consciences  of  men  of 
humble  and  fiber,  of  quiet  and  peaceable 
Spirits,  the  (Irong are  taught  to  bear  the  in¬ 
firmities  of  the  weak,  Rom.  1  y .  I .  Be  careful  I 
to  fecure  and  fettle  the  Fundamentals,  the  Vi¬ 
tals  and  Ejfentials  of  Dodtrine ,  Worfhip, 
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